
200 YEARS OF TIVERTON 
Celebrating John Heathcoat (1783-1861) and his legacy 
from Lace to Space 
Daisi have worked with Tiverton children and young people inspiring them to think about and explore their local heritage through creative arts workshops.  

Daisi is a not-for-profit arts education organisation creating and promoting inspiring artistic and cultural experiences, which enable more children and young people to access the 
transformative and inclusive power of the arts. Daisi believes that such experiences should sit at the very heart of young people’s lives and learning; sparking their imaginations, supporting 
their well-being and self-esteem, and helping them to observe and explore the world around them. 
 

The History 
John Heathcoat (1783-1861) was a socially minded Victorian entrepreneur and inventor of the Bobbinet Machine. In 
1816 he established a factory in Tiverton to mechanically produce lace using his invention. He inspired over 100 
families connected with his mill in Loughborough to walk to Tiverton to begin a new life. His legacy remains visible 
in Tiverton through many of the buildings in the West Exe area that are still in use today, such as Heathcoat 
Fabrics, the old school, extensive housing and St Paul’s Church. 
 
Due to the success of the factory, Sir John Heathcoat-Amory (1829-1914), grandson of the factory’s founder, purchased 
Knightshayes Court in 1868. Demolishing the existing house, he commissioned architect and interior designer William 
Burges to redesign it. It is Burges’ eccentric, Victorian Gothic Revival design that makes Knightshayes a unique 
property. 

During the first and second world wars the Heathcoat-Amory family gave over the house for the convalescence of 
officers, and in WW2 the Heathcoat Factory made parachutes and protective clothing.  

Female golf champion Joyce Wethered (1901-1997) married the 3rd Baronet, another Sir John Heathcoat-Amory 
(1894-1972), and was the last resident at Knightshayes. 

The National Trust took ownership of Knightshayes in 1972. Today Heathcoat Fabrics is a global business 
manufacturing specialist materials including Space fabrics. The legacy of John Heathcoat (1783-1861) continues to 
have a positive impact on Tiverton and the people who live here through employment and housing, for example, 
and the charitable work of the Heathcoat-Amory fund.  

This exhibition tells the Heathcoat story through creative work made by children from Heathcoat, Bolham and Rackenford primary schools, young people from 
Tiverton High School and Petroc College. They have worked with Daisi artists: Monica Shanta Brown - visual arts, Sara Hurley - storyteller, Rupert Johnstone - RAMP 
Ceramics and Fiona Lovell - Double Elephant Print Workshop. The project has lasted longer than we expected (due to COVID restrictions) which has given us time to 
build some strong and lasting relationships with our partners in Tiverton. 
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Joyce Wethered, Lady Heathcoat-Amory (1901-1997) 
 

History 
Joyce Wethered was a world championship golfer and one of the most successful female golfers of her 
day. In fact, she is ranked fourth in the world to this date and was famed for her golf swing and powers of 
concentration. She played golf in the grounds of Knightshayes on a course that her husband created for 
her. The couple shared a passion for golf and were influential in setting up Tiverton Golf Club.  

She stopped playing golf at 36, turning her attention to her other passion of gardening. Joyce was a 
keen horticulturalist and liked to have fresh flowers in the house every day of the year, something that the 
National Trust continue to do. Sir John and Lady Joyce rescued the gardens at the house, with help from 
Michael Hickson, after the second world war and went on to win prestigious horticultural awards. Joyce 
Wethered was the last member of the family to live at Knightshayes.  

 

Creative workshops 
Taking their inspiration from commemorative plates and sports memorabilia, GCSE art students from Tiverton High School worked with ceramicist Rupert Johnstone from RAMP Ceramics to 
create these superb plates. They learnt about Joyce Wethered’s outstanding achievements and designed slipware plates to celebrate her sporting achievements.  
 

 

Joyce Wethered 
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Thank you  
Thanks to our funders The National Heritage Lottery Fund and Mid Devon District Council who have made it possible for Daisi to carry out the 200 Years of Tiverton arts and heritage project. 
Over 400 children learnt about their local history through hands-on and thought provoking creative workshops. Thank you to the National Trust at Knightshayes for their support and for kindly 
hosting the exhibition.  

Local history reflects national and international history. The history came to life for the children and young people because they recognised their own connection with Heathcoat Fabrics and 
Knightshayes. In every school and college was heard “my mum works there”, “I live near there”, “my uncle worked on the parachute”. 

Daisi artists were impressed with every participant’s willingness to have a go at something new - to experiment, to play, to be curious in their learning. The impact of the walk to Tiverton in 1816 
is still alive and ripples through the art work of the children and young people. The small step matters. The participants have Dared Mighty Things and we hope they will continue to do so in 
the future. These young history makers are part of the story now. 

200 years of Tiverton is a partnership project involving: 
Daisi - Rae Hoole, Emily Nash  

Lead Artists - Sara Hurley and Monica Shanta Brown 

National Trust, Knightshayes - Peta Richards-Jones, Sarah Allen  and Tim Bland  

Tiverton Museum of Mid Devon Life - Pippa Griffiths and Holly Jarrett  

The Heathcoat Family Trust 

Silverleigh Golf Centre - Richard Coffin   

RAMP Pottery - Rupert Johnstone   

Double Elephant Print Workshop - Fiona Lovell  

Tiverton High School - Jenny Bassham   

Heathcoat Primary School - Demelza Higginson   

Bolham Primary School  - Denise Woodgate   

Rackenford Primary School - Sarah Maude   

Petroc College, Tiverton - Sharon Hawkins 

Heathcoat Fabrics - Peter Hill    

Daisi would like to thank the funders for making the project possible.  National Heritage Lottery Fund, Mid Devon District Council 
 

About The National Lottery Heritage Fund  
Using money raised by the National Lottery, we Inspire, lead and resource the UK’s heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and in the future.  
www.heritagefund.org.uk.  
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